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A catheter guidewire composed of a wire core 
whose distal end section is encased in a polymer 
sleeve, to increase the column strength of the 
core. Axially spaced grooves formed in the 
sleeve increase the flexibility of the core end 
section. The guidewire is advantageous for use 
with a small-diameter catheter in accessing body 
sites along a tortuous vessel pathway. 
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